
Dear CLA friends:           April 2013 
 
Earlier today Joltin’ Jay Johnston, Kendall Wiggin and I had a big meeting at the Legislative 
Office Building to discuss our E-Books bill, HB 5614. Jay, Kendall and I fought the gallant fight 
against about 20 people at the meeting/on the phone representing publishers and authors and 
Amazon.com and Apple Computers, etc., etc.  ALL WHO ARE BEING PAID HANDSOMELY TO KILL 
OUR BILL!!! 
 
State Senator Paul Doyle, State Rep. David Baram, State Rep. Sandy Nafis and State Rep. Dan 
Carter and the bill's legendary proponent State Rep. Brian Sear were the lawmakers in 
attendance.  These are 4 of the key lawmakers from the GLaw Committee who will decide 
whether our bill lives or dies.  Doyle, Baram and Nafis seem to be hanging in there with us; but 
it seemed to me that State Rep. Dan Carter has not yet heard from any librarians in his towns of 
Bethel, Danbury, Newtown and Redding.  WE NEED TO GET THE BETHEL, DANBURY, NEWTOWN 
AND REDDING LIBRARIANS TO CONTACT REP. CARTER ASAP.  THANKS FRIENDS!! 
 
Thanks also to the intrepid Christine Bradley who contacted State Rep. Nafis early this morning 
while Christine is travelling on the Train.   Go Christine!!! 
 
I also will reiterate my recent pleas to ensure that ALL librarians, and Friends of Libraries and 
Library Board members and E-book patrons call and email their state reps and state senators 
NOW in support of HB 5614.  The 10 Publishers' lobbyists are creating a buzz against the bill; 
and I am doing my best to create a buzz in support of the bill; but I need your help!!!!!!  
 
We need to win this E-Books War.   We will fight them on the land, on the Sea, and in the air.   
We must win, or else the Publishers will push us around like a bunch of raggedy rag-dolls and 
not sell/stop selling us e-books whenever they feel like it (one of the publishers on the phone 
today essentially stated that they would stop selling e-books to libraries in the future if they 
feel like it makes good business sense for them.  Yikes!!). 
 
GO TEAM!!!  GO LIBRARIES!!!!! 
 
Shea 
 


