
Connecticut Library Association Board Meeting 
March 2nd, 2017 

Middletown Library Service Center, Middletown 
9:30 Coffee / 10:00 Business Meeting 

 
1. Karen Jensen called the meeting to order at 10:02am. 
2. Karen Jensen announced that Peter Ciparelli's wife passed away yesterday. She recommended 

that CLA give a donation to charity in her honor. Beth Crowley made a motion to accept the 
recommendation and Carl Antonucci seconded the motion. It passed unanimously. 

3. The February 2nd, 2017 meeting minutes were approved, with changes. The motion was made by 
Carl Antonucci, seconded by Scott Brill and passed unanimously.  

4. Old Business 
a. President’s Report – Karen Jensen reported that CT Places has made arrangements for a 

March 29th advocacy day at the Capitol building. Jennifer Keohane is organizing a group of 
participating libraries. More information will be forthcoming. Beth Crowley shared 
nominations for the CLA 2017-2018 board (see last page of this document). A motion was 
made by Chris Angeli to accept the nominations and seconded by Richard Conroy. It 
passed unanimously. Thank you to everyone who came out to the recent budget hearing 
at the Capitol. They are still accepting letters of support.  

b. Treasurer’s Report – Scott Brill reported that the budget is on track and exhibitors are 
starting to pay their conference fees.  Several committees made a profit from their fall 
workshops. 

5. New Business  

a. A proposal was made for a fixed new member discounted rate of $25 for first year. Tom 
Piezzo explained the thinking behind this initiative to gain new members. Everyone agreed 
it was a great idea. Tom Piezzo made a motion to approve, it was seconded by Colleen 
Bailie and passed unanimously.  

6. Committee/Section/Roundtable/Regional Representatives Reports:
a. ACLB: Dawn LaValle reported that the ACLB board has planned a fall leadership 

conference. They're also working on a new website. They've launched a newsletter that 
will go to legislators.  

b. ACLPD: Dawn LaValle reported that the newest ACLPD advisory council member is Bridget 
Quinn-Carey, Hartford Public Library. 

c. Awards: Christy Billings reported that 4 nominations have been received, but they're 
willing to extend the deadline to accept more.  

d. Career Development: Richard Conroy let us know that they have received multiple 
scholarship applications. The mentor meetup at the annual conference has attracted 
many volunteers. Mentors not able to participate during the conference can still volunteer 
for an ongoing initiative that is currently in development. They've also been working on 
partnering with SCSU to create a new internship program. 

e. CSL: Ken Wiggin thanked everyone who testified as part of the budget process. Please 
continue these efforts as the process will continue and become more intense. Ken has 
been in contact with the office of fiscal analysis. They cannot meet their federal match if 
there are any cuts to the state budget. Justice Andrew McDonald was recently appointed 
to the CSL board. The Humanities Council will be looking for a new Executive Director. 
Dawn shared a Save-the-Date for a futures conference in Atlantic City on September 25-
26. There will be more information at the CSL booth at the CLA conference.  

f. Children's Section: Kym Powe asked people to please send in nominations for the Faith 
Hektoen award. 

g. College & University: Kristina Edwards let us know that the deadline for CULS program 
proposals has been extended to March 15th. 

h. CLASS: Alberto Cifuentes. Jr. reported that they will be having a steering committee 
meeting at the MLSC on Thursday, March 30th. 



i. Conference 2017: Kristina Edwards thanked everyone for returning the speaker and 
expense forms. Registration is open and it's been slow to start. Ideas are welcomed about 
where to post conference notices. The conference hotel rate is available until April 5th.  

j. Editorial: Jen Datum thanked Alberto, Danielle, and Katie for posting on CLA's Facebook 
page. Please remember to change the reply-to and subject lines when sending an email 
through StarChapter and don't send emails to non-members. She is working on the joint 
NELA membership and getting new members to choose categories and sections. Richard 
Conroy mentioned that it would be helpful to communicate to new members that they 
should email the committee chair if they're interested in getting involved. The April 
edition of CLA Today will feature candidate statements. 

k. FOCL: Frank Ridley let us know that if you have an outstanding friends group at your 
library, you should send in a nomination.  

l. Legislative: Carl Antonucci extended his gratitude to the people who testified. There was 
positive feedback. Meetings with legislators have been made to go over fact sheets and 
present their case. They want to flood them with letters, so there will be stations set up to 
make it easy for library staff and patrons to make their opinions known.  

m. Membership: Thomas Piezzo reported that their latest committee meeting went well. 
They'd like to leverage the CLA Facebook page to encourage membership. They'd like to 
share quotes from us on Facebook and in new tri-fold brochure. They're planning new 
meetups around the state. Tom talked about a timeline for joint NELA membership. It'll be 
$20 for a NELA membership, if you're already a CLA member. This program is likely to 
launch in the summer. There was discussion of social media tactics. 

n. NELA: Gail Hurley let us know that the deadline for NELA officer nominations is coming up. 
Gail was hoping the NELA reciprocal program would be ready by the conference, but it's 
been delayed and she'll keep us posted. The next NELA meeting is at the end of the 
month. 

o. Publicity: Julie Ann Menders reported that the judging for the publicity awards took place 
in February and there were 45 entries. The first Video Matters workshop will take place on 
Monday, March 24th at the Wallingford Public Library. 

p. Public Library: Lorna Rhyins let us know that on March 23rd they’ll be having their next 
committee meeting. They are working on the Passport to Public Libraries program for next 
year.  

q. SCSU: Arlene Bielefield reported that at their faculty meeting yesterday she learned they 
have 65 students. About 25% are MLIS, the rest are school media specialist students. 
Arlene is getting many queries about the program. They have sent the pre-candidacy 
report to ALA. They are spending the summer developing the application for candidacy, 
which would begin in September. They are presenting a workshop on internships at the 
CLA conference and workshops on bullying in the workplace and urban library websites 
and their ADA compliance at an upcoming conference at Central CT State University. 

r. Technical Services: Laurie Haggan has been asked to see if regional reps could contact 
academic libraries for inclusion in monthly reports. There was discussion about how to 
make that more feasible. Karen will meet with Region reps before the next board meeting. 

s. Technology: Gen Francis announced their next committee meeting will be March 15th at 
10:30am here at the MLSC. Fiber is the big topic on the agenda. 

t. Young Adult: Jennifer Rummel let us know they're working with Linda Williams to bring in 
Linda Brawn to the MLSC. 

u. Region 1: Britta Santamauro let us know that a Region 1 constituent was wondering if 
someone could appeal to larger, very successful libraries in CT (such as, but not limited to, 
award winning Darien and Westbrook Public Libraries for example) to pitch in on 
questions that are posted on CSL-Conntech Listserv. Folks on the listserv would very much 
appreciate their willingness to share their expertise with the larger community on the 
listserv. 

v. Region 4: Kymberlee Powe told us that Brookfield is scheduling its very first library escape 
room modeled after the escape room done at the Fairfield library. Danbury library has 



begun to accept submissions for their Maker Fair which is May 13. The deadline is for 
applications is April 15. They are showing Girl Rising in honor of Women’s History Month 
on Saturday March 4th at 2pm. Darien will be hearing from Katherine Maher the chief 
executor of Wikimedia, the organization behind Wikipedia on Thursday March 9 at 7pm 
(thought skype I think). Easton will host its first Teen Advisory Group meeting on Friday, 
March 3. A bunch of libraries have tax assistance. On March 1st Fairfield’s One Book One 
Town began and the books are Books for a Living by Will Schwable and A Child of Books by 
Oliver Jeffers. Dan Slater will be at the Mark Twain Library in Redding, CT. on Thursday 
March 9 at 7:30 pm. Ridgefield has an art exhibit going on through the month of March 
co-sponsored by the National Association of Women in honor of Women’s History Month. 

w. Region 5:  Madison: (Beth) I would like to announce the successful passing of the Scranton 
Memorial Library’s $9.1 million bond referendum on February 7th by an overwhelming 
margin of 78%.  LLB Architects is the firm handling the project and based on their 
projected timeline we should be having a grand opening in September of 2019.  
Consultant, Patrick Sweeney, from Everylibrary.org was an excellent and free resource to 
have as we prepared and ran our informational and Vote Yes campaigns. The Brainerd 
Library in Haddam will be hosting a Community Sing on Saturday, 4/29.  Professional 
singers, the local church choir, and a keyboardist will present a brief concert, to be 
followed by popular and familiar songs for all to sing along. Killingworth is in the early 
throes of celebrating its 350th Anniversary - Happy Birthday to Us! So there are many 
history-themed programs happening throughout this season. Here are the highlights: * 
Two programs on the Civilian Conservation Corps Camps (specifically, Camp Roosevelt at 
Chatfield Hollow), presented by Martin Podskoch. Our first attempt was snowed out, so 
we had a make-up session. That filled instantly, so we have a second session coming up on 
March 13th (7pm at the Killingworth firehouse). * Memoir-writing workshop with author 
D. Margaret Hoffman, which was very well attended on February 15th. * The Not-So-Good 
Life of the Colonial Goodwife, with Velya Jancz-Urban; March 8th, 7pm at the firehouse. * 
Book discussion of A Farewell to Arms, with retired HKHS teacher Phil Devlin; April 11th, 
18th, 25th, and May 9th. (April 6th is the 100th anniversary of the US entering WWI. The 
library will feature a display of original WWI posters - courtesy of Phil - as promo for this 
event.) * A presentation of Killingworth historical vignettes with Phil Devlin; May 23rd. The 
library's display case hosted a collection of historical Killingworth/local postcards in 
January. In April through May, we'll have more Killingworth memorabilia (Cowboy Valley 
in April; handcrafted Killingworth houses and dolls in June). And July will feature a tribute 
to our own Hall-of-Famer Jeff Bagwell! We've had historians and journalists dropping by 
the library to use files loaned by the Killingworth Historical Society. Hot topics so far: Hugh 
Lofting (author of Dr. Doolittle, who lived in Killingworth) and the Images (water-powered 
sculptures; I'm attaching a document about them, because it's too much to explain in an 
email!). The library has become a true community center around all of this, with "pop-up" 
oral histories being shared by old-timers (in particular, two ladies who attended the one-
room schoolhouses in town) and items on display in the building earmarked for a future 
town-wide scavenger hunt. There are rumors that we'll have a presence in the grand finale 
parade on September 2nd (warning: our section of Route 81 will be temporarily shut down 
on Labor Day weekend!). Oh, and then there's our Earth Day fundraiser, to be held on 
April 22nd. The library has partnered with Chatfield Hollow Farm B&B to use their space 
and offer: workshops on mushrooms, beekeeping, composting, Zentangling, meditation, 
Tai Chi, and recycling; music, food trucks, crafts for all ages, movies (hopefully), book-and-
plant sales, etc. etc. In Shelton, there is a nice article chronicling the life and work and 
retirement of Essie Lydon which can be found on page 8 of this edition of Shelton Life: 
http://cityofshelton.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/SheltonLifeCommBusNews.pdf 
Coming up in March at the Huntington Branch Library will be the first of a series of Lincoln 
Center Local Events: a free screening of the San Francisco Ballet's production of 
Prokofiev's Romeo & Juliet this Saturday, March 4 at 1 PM. On Saturday March 25: the 
Lincoln Center free screening will be James Naughton performing the Songs of Randy 

http://cityofshelton.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/SheltonLifeCommBusNews.pdf


Newman. On April 19: A Mozart Celebration and on April 29, and Artist to Artist 
Conversation with Academy-Award winning, composer, Alan Menken (Beauty and the 
Beast, The Little Mermaid, etc.). The Lincoln Center Local free screenings will continue at 
the Branch throughout the year (and beyond) and will include theatre performances, 
concerts, ballets and classical music events. At the Huntington Branch Library on 
Wednesday, March 8 at 6:30 PM, Shelton resident Gary DeCarlo, the original composer 
and a recording artist of the 1969 #1 hit song "Na Na Hey Hey (Kiss Him Goodbye)" will 
tell of recording the garage classic one-hit with his Bridgeport boyhood friends, of his long 
battle for the royalties due him and of his subsequent return to show business. It is a 
fascinating presentation which concludes with an audience question and answer period, 
and Gary will be available to sign autographs. 

x. Region 6: Gale Bradbury gave us this report - Groton Public Library - Please join us on 
Wednesday, March 22, at 5:00 p.m., for the grand opening celebration of the Groton 
Public Library’s Looking Forward, Giving Back renovation project.  The renovations were 
made possible by a public library construction grant approved by the Connecticut State 
Library Board and matching funds provided by the Town. Local businesses and 
foundations and individual donors also stepped forward to provide the funding for a new 
local history room, computer area and tech lab.  Refreshments will be served at 5:00 p.m. 
followed by a ribbon-cutting and tours of the space at 5:30 p.m. Several interesting items 
from the local history collection, including the newly acquired 1705 document creating 
Groton as a town separate from New London, will be on display. The public computer area 
and state-of-the-art tech lab will also be open for visitors.  An expanded schedule of 
computer and tech education classes are planned for the lab.  The new space will allow 
opportunities for additional programs, services and partnerships. Janet Calvert Library, 
Franklin - The Connecticut Author Trail will be from July 6th to Sept. 14. We have 24 
authors including Beatriz Williams as the Finale author at the Cabaret Theatre at Mohegan 
Sun on Sept. 14. All programs are free. There are 23 libraries in eastern Connecticut 
participating. To see current and past trails go to connecticutauthorstrail.org. There is still 
time to join! 

 
7. The meeting was adjourned at 11:23. The motion was made by Carl Antonucci and seconded by 

Kym Powe. It passed unanimously.  
 
Attendance: Kymberlee Powe, Danielle Valenzano, Chris Angeli, Britta Santamauro, Richard Conroy, Ken 
Wiggin, Carl Antonucci, Ellen Janpol, Susan Ray, Lisa Gugliotti, Kara Gilbert, Lorna Rhyins, Colleen Bailie, 
Gale Bradbury, Christy Billings, Gerald Seagrave, Tom Piezzo, Beth Crowley, Karen Jensen, Scott Brill, Steve 
Cauffman, Dawn LaValle, Gail Hurley, Maria Bernier, Jennifer Rummell, Alberto Cifuentes, Jr, Elizabeth 
Thornton, Genevieve Francis, Laurie Haggan, Kristina M Edwards, Frank W. Ridley, Arlene Bielefield, 
Jennifer Datum. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Sunnie Scarpa, Recording Secretary

 



 

Connecticut Library Association Board of Directors 

2017-18 Nominations 

 

 

Vice President/President-Elect 

 Kate Byroade   Cragin Memorial Library, Colchester 

 

Recording Secretary 

 Catherine Potter   Cora J. Belden Library, Rocky Hill 

 

Region 1 Representative 

 Britta Santamauro  McTernan Centennial Library, Naugatuck 

 

Region 4 Representative 

 Kym Powe   The Ferguson Library, Stamford 

 Geri Diorio   Stratford Library Association 

 Alessandra Petrino  Weston Public Library 

 

Region 5 Representative 

 Drusilla Carter   Cromwell Belden Public Library  

 Chris Hemingway  Hagaman Memorial Library, East Haven 

 

NELA Representative 

 Christy Billings   Russell Library, Middletown 

 Sarah McCusker  Canton Public Library 

 


