
Worksheet 13: Evaluating and Annotating an Article 
 
Include your revised Thesis Statement here. 
 
Your Citation goes here. 

 
Elements of Annotation: Factors to consider when writing your annotation 

Content: What is the article 
about? 

 

Purpose: Why was the article 
written? 

 

Methods used to collect 
data: Where did the 
information come from?  

 

Usefulness: What does do it 
for your research? 

 

Reliability: Does the 
information appear to be 
accurate? 

 

Authority: Who wrote it? 
How does their background 
fit in with the content? 

 

Currency: When was it 
written? Does the topic 
require recent information? 

 

Scope/Coverage/Limitations: 
What does the article cover? 
Does it fulfill the 
expectations of the abstract? 
What else could it provide? 

 

Arrangement: How is the 
article organized? Is it text-
only or does it include 
graphs/lists/etc.? 

 

Ease of use: Who is it written 
for? Do you have to be an 
expert in the field to 
understand? 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Worksheet: Evaluating and Annotating an Article 
 
Use this worksheet to formulate your evaluative annotations that will constitute the 
majority of your final project: the annotated bibliography.  
 

What is an annotation? 
An annotation is a brief descriptive and evaluative note that provides enough information about 
the article so a person can decide whether or not to consult the article. 

 

 
Elements of Annotation: Factors to consider when writing your annotation 

Content: What is the article 
about? 

Example: (Title of resource) explores the Muslim immigrant 
experience in the U.S. following the incidents of 9/11/2001. 

Purpose: Why was the article 
written? 

Example: The purpose of this article is to prove the theory that 
a college education is more expensive but also more imperative 
economically in 2014 than it was in 1984. 

Methods used to collect 
data: Where did the 
information come from?  

Example: The statistics used by (author’s name) prove that 
technology has replaced many former laborers’ jobs come from 
the database, State Stats. 

Usefulness: What does do it 
for your research? 

This specific U.S. military record provides documentation that 
Henry Brown served in the U.S. Marine Corps during the 
Vietnam conflict from 1966 to 1968.  

Reliability: Does the 
information appear to be 
accurate? 

The facts cited within this interview regarding the jobs taken 
by the interviewee and her ancestors in Connecticut are 
reflected in the classified columns of newspapers from New 
Britain, Connecticut in the 1950’s. 

Authority: Who wrote it? 
How does their background 
fit in with the content? 

The information in this investigative report was created and 
published by forensic scientists working for the Netherlands’ 
government on the Malaysian flight MH17 crash in the Ukraine.    

Currency: When was it 
written? Does the topic 
require recent information? 

Although this census was taken over 100 years ago, the topic of 
jobs offered to immigrants in 2014 compared to those offered 
100 years ago, makes the age of this resource relevant. 

Scope/Coverage/Limitations: 
What does the article cover? 
Does it fulfill the 
expectations of the abstract? 
What else could it provide? 

This article covers psychological treatments that were used to 
assist Native American veterans of the Vietnam War to recover 
from PTSD in order to determine if these treatments would be 
successful with veterans (of non-Native American ancestry) 
from the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars. The article does not 
discuss how society reacted to Vietnam Veterans returning 
from an unpopular war. 

Arrangement: How is the 
article organized? Is it text-
only or does it include 
graphs/lists/etc.? 

This article supports the thesis that domestic abuse is a serious 
issue among all classes and careers in the United States, by 
offering statistical charts, several anecdotes about athletes 
and domestic abuse as well as photographs from a recent trial 
of a husband accused of beating his wife to death. 

Ease of use: Who is it written 
for? Do you have to be an 
expert in the field to 
understand? 

This resource was written by a medical expert on the ebola 
virus for medical professionals who understand the medical 
terminology used in this article. 

 


